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Youth  in  Post-War  Britain 


Y°UNG  PEOPLE  need  a  good  start  in  life 
and  a  chance  to  develop  and  use  their  abilities. 

At  school,  our  boys  and  girls  must  receive  better  education 
and  medical  attention.  The  Education  Act,  provided  its 
proposals  are  actually  carried  out,  will  help  considerably. 
The  subjects  and  ways  of  teaching  must  be  improved,  so  that 
young  people  obtain  a  better  understanding  and  appreciation 
of  the  world  they  live  in,  of  its  art,  science  and  music,  and  of 
the  strivings  and  progress  of  the  people. 

In  1946  the  school-leaving  age  must  be  15.  It  should  be 
raised  to  16  in  1948,  and  grants  should  be  paid  to  parents  or 
guardians  where  there  is  need.  On  leaving  school,  the  boy 
or  girl  of  15  or  16  should  be  able  to  continue  his  or  her  education 
in  a  number  of  ways. 


Full-time  attendance  at  a  Technical  College,  Institute  or 
University,  should  be  open  to  all  who  show  ability,  irrespective 
of  family  income.  Those  who  cannot  take  advantage  of  this, 
and  go  to  work  straight  from  school,  will  be  able  to  continue 
their  education  without  loss  of  pay  during  working  hours  at 
the  County  Colleges  which  are  proposed  in  the  Education 
Act.  We  must  make  sure  that  these  Colleges  are  opened  as 
soon  as  possible. 
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Young  people  must  not  be  pushed  into  a  job  without 
prospects  of  training  and  advancement.  The  Government 
must  insist  that  each  industry  should  provide  training  and 
systematic  promotion  with  wage  increases  for  its  juvenile 
labour.  Such  a  scheme  of  training  and  promotion  can  be 
jointly  worked  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  the  trade 
unions  and  the  employers,  and,  by  ending  the  blind  alley  job, 
would  make  it  possible' for  all  young  people  to  equip  themselves 
with  skill  and  knowledge.  A  yearly  medical  overhaul  should 
be  made  compulsory  in  all  industries. 

Young  people  need  more  leisure  and  better  guidance  and 
assistance  in  the  use  to  which  they  put  their  free  time.  They 
should  not  work  more  than  44  hours  a  week,  including  overtime 
and  time  off  for  attendance  at  a  County  College  or  other 
educational  centre,  and  they  should  get  at  least  24  days’ 
holiday  with  pay  every  year,  of  which  not  less  than  12  days 
should  be  in  one  lump. 

Out-door  activities  of  all  kinds  should  be  encouraged. 
The  Government  must  provide  money  for  more  sports  fields 
and  equipment,  and  similar  assistance  to  organisations  catering 
for  other  types  of  out-door  activities,  including  travel  abroad. 
In  this  way,  young  people  will  learn  more  about  their  own 
and  foreign  countries.  More  public  funds  must  be  spent  on  art 
and  music,  so  that  young  people  can  enjoy  the  best.  The 
pre-service  organisations,  which  exist  to  provide  an  introduction 
to  military  training  jvill.haye  to  continue  after  the  war.  They 


can  become  a  most  valuable  additional  means  of  education 
and  leisure-time  activity,  developing  youth’s  sense  of  social 
responsibility.  They  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Ministry  of  Education  and  the  Local  Education  Authorities. 

Young  people  of  18  have  shown,  during  the  war,  that 
they  are  able  to  play  an  intelligent  and  valuable  part  in  the 
community.  As  yet,  they  are  not  permitted  to  exercise  the 
elementary  right  of  all  citizens  to  vote.  The  slogan  :  “  old 
enough  to  fight — old  enough  to  vote,”  should  be  applied  so 
that  young  men  and  women  of  18  can  vote  in  Parliamentary  and 
local  elections. 

The  future  of  our  country  depends  on  its  young  men  and 
women,  its  schoolboys  and  girls.  This  very  simple  truth, 
ignored  by  successive  Conservative  Governments,  must  never 
be  forgotten  again.  The  Communist  Party  and  the  Young 
Communist  League  will  see  that  it  is  not  forgotten. 
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